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ABSTRACT 

 

Cultural Revival is the process of reviving traditional customs, arts, languages and heritage. It 

shows how identity and cultural heritage are protected. British literature, known for addressing identity and 

cultural narratives, provides a platform to explore such themes. The author Joanne Harris, in her historical 

fiction Five Quarters of the Orange, details the concept of cultural revival, through the exploration of 

memory and the impact of the past on personal development. The novel Five Quarters of the Orange 

explores how Joanne Harris uses memory and tradition to rebuild identity. The novel’s protagonist, 

Framboise Dartigen is haunted by her past in Nazi-occupied France. She initially represses her early 
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childhood memories and hides her identity. By re-examining her mother’s recipes, traditional foods, and 

personal tales, Framboise rediscovers her roots and comes to her cultural heritage. The study explores the 

complex relationship between memory and tradition, showing how they support identity rebuilding and 

cultural renewal. It combines culinary customs with personal memories to show how identity is created 

through shared memory and individual experiences. The study stresses how customs act as a bridge 

between the past and the present heritage through the themes of food, nostalgia, and storytelling. The 

research explores how memory and tradition are essential components to rebuild identity. 

Keywords: Cultural revival, Tradition, Memory, Identity reconstruction, Heritage. 

 

Cultural revival is the process of reviving and preserving a community’s traditions, values, and 

customs, which are essential to identity. This process helps individuals reconnect with their heritage, 

reinterpret their past, and shape their personal and collective memory. The dynamic relationship between 

tradition and memory plays a vital role in rebuilding identity, allowing individuals to connect with their 

cultural heritage. By inherited customs and shared histories, people can reframe their past, present and 

future. In this context, the cultural theorist Edward Said, in his book Culture and Imperialism describes 

cultural revival as “Culture has the power within it to move identities into positions where their status 

changes, giving them access, voice, and opportunities previously unavailable”. Cultural traditions act as 

both a means of resistance and a way to sustain continuity, helping communities retain a sense of 

belonging despite historical disruptions.  

Joanne Harris, a British author who is renowned for her vivid storytelling, frequently addresses 

themes of memory, tradition, and identity in her writing. Food and nostalgia function as narrative devices in 

her novels, especially those with culinary themes. This strategy is demonstrated in Five Quarters of the 

Orange, where Harris employs food to influence identity and cultural rebirth in addition to evoking the past. 
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Harris’ deep knowledge of French history and culture creates tales in which food serves as a 

means of self-discovery, healing, and recollection rather than just as a source of nourishment. Harris 

demonstrates how cultural heritage is profoundly ingrained in personal memory by bridging the personal 

and historical with her lyrical prose and sensory-rich descriptions. 

Harris, in Five Quarters of the Orange, highlights the role of tradition and memory. Memory plays a 

crucial role in identity formation, both individually and culturally. The protagonist Framboise Dartigen is 

haunted by the childhood memories of her mother Mirabelle and finds out that the wartime suffering led to 

her family's exile from the village of Les Laveuses. Framboise initially rejects her childhood identity and her 

family legacy, separating herself from her past. Memory serves as both an active force that defines identity 

and a means of recalling the past. The recipe book of Framboise’s mother is one of the novel's primary 

symbols, which includes coded notes that convey wartime experiences, cultural customs, individual 

experiences, and unspoken memories. Framboise’s decision to reclaim the book and uncover its secrets 

symbolizes her acceptance of memory as an integral part of her identity. 

Traditional food acts as an emotional trigger, allowing Framboise to face her repressed past. "Food 

was her nostalgia, her celebration, its nurture and preparation the sole outlet for her creativity" (Harris 40). 

This passage explores the emotional depth of food in Framboise’s identity reconstruction. Cooking is not 

merely a routine act but an expression of memory, a way of processing grief, and a step toward self-

acceptance. By engaging with her mother’s culinary traditions, Framboise acknowledges the past, rather 

than continuing to repress it.  

Framboise admits that memory, which was formerly a cause of suffering, is now a tool for self-

awareness. The ability to confront and reinterpret memories is necessary for identity reconstruction. The 
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transformation of Framboise serves as an example of a cultural process, that is, people facing their past, 

including their terrible aspects, if they are to make progress. 

 In Five Quarters of the Orange, food serves as a powerful motif that symbolizes both cultural and 

personal memories. Framboise restores a cultural identity that was virtually lost due to the tragedy of war. 

Her decision to reopen the family café is an act of reclamation for her own position in the community as well 

as for her mother's heritage. Harris uses sensory descriptions of food to evoke feelings of nostalgia and a 

continuity between the past and the present. She contributes to Les Laveuses’ cultural history while also 

upholding her mother's legacy by bringing back traditional dishes and rebuilds her identity through her 

mother’s culinary expertise. 

Cultural revival is about preserving traditions, especially those weighed down by a tragic history. 

Furthermore, the neighbourhood gathers at Framboise café, and it becomes a site of reconciliation, to 

exchange stories, memories and flavors. In this sense, food serves as a healing tool for the Framboise and 

the entire community. Harris highlights how traditions are essential to cultural identity and how maintaining 

them can help individuals regain their historical standing. 

The French philosopher Paul Ricoeur in his novel Oneself as Another, says that “Identity is not a 

fixed entity, but a dynamic process of Self interpretation.” Five Quarters of the Orange explores this idea 

through the protagonist Framboise Dartigen. Boise and her mother Mirabelle have a complicated 

relationship that is characterized by both admiration and anger.  

Framboise initially puts her past behind and adopts a new person as a widow managing a small 

café, she eventually concludes that knowing Mirabelle is essential to know herself. Interpreting the recipe 

book of her mother Mirabelle is one of the turning points in her transition. Framboise eventually realizes 

that her own identity is interwoven with her mother's story. The novel also makes the argument that 

concealment and silence might impede identity transmission from one generation to the next. Harris 
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suggests that open communication and shared information, opposed to guilt and secrecy, are the greatest 

ways to maintain identity. 

Framboise goes through phases of denial and accepts her past. By embracing history and 

memory, she constructs her identity in a way that combines childhood memories with her adult self. This 

procedure reflects the idea of cultural rebirth, which maintains that people and society can heal by 

recognizing history rather than by denying it. “The past is a cupboard full of sweet things and bitter things, 

all mixed together, and you have to taste then both before you understand” (Harris 278). The past shouldn't 

be a burden by the currents of memory and tradition. It is a river that shapes us, removing and leaving 

behind memories while simultaneously dragging us backward. By facing her history, Framboise not only 

makes it less painful but also gives it meaning, allowing her to move forward with a fresh understanding of 

self. 

Joanne Harris's Five Quarters of the Orange serves as an example of the significant contribution 

that tradition and memory make to identity reconstruction. The novel shows how memories, customs, and 

individual stories constantly construct identity, which is not static. Framboise's path from self-denial to self-

acceptance demonstrates how tradition and memory act as links between the past and the present, 

allowing people to recover their cultural identity. By highlighting the importance of food, storytelling, and 

nostalgia in maintaining legacy, this study adds to the larger conversation on cultural memory and identity 

reconstruction in literature. By looking at these components, we can better comprehend how historical 

fiction serves as a vehicle for cultural rebirth and guarantees that customs continue to influence 

modern identities. Healing comes from accepting the past and using it as starting point for reconstruction 

rather than forgetting it. 
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